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Committee Trustees 2019/20 
Margaret Agnew 
Michael Beacham     Appointed during year 
Derek Blakely 
Chris Buller (Treasurer/Maintenance)  
Pauline Buller (Secretary/Grants and Courses) 
Suzanne Cochrane      Appointed during year 
Alison Gawith  
Kenneth Greer (Grounds maintenance)  
Fernando Gutierrez (IT and Information Officer)  
Andrea Huff 
Matt Hull (Vice-Chairman/caretaking) 
Janice Humphreys     Retired during year 
Fiona Maree (Marketing/PR) 
Susan McCavigan 
Alan McKeown  
Alison McMahon     Retired during year 
Anne Miskelly  
Kerry Quinn 
Walter Robertson  
Lynn Sweeney 
Lewis Trevithick      Appointed as Chairman during year 
David Twigg (Chairman)     Retired as Chairman during year 
 

Custodial Trustees 2018/9 
Michael Best 
John Buller 
Mark Campbell 
Mandy Clydesdale 
Alan Collingdale 
Katherine Lloyd 
Alan McKeown 
Andrea Huff 
 

Other Volunteers with speciality skills 
Ruth Macauley (Booking Secretary) 
Carol Redpath (Vulnerable person + Child protection Officer) 
Karol Bialowas (Maintenance) 
Paul Simcox (Setting out) 
Avril Simcox (Setting out) 
Leah Green (First aid) 

 
 
 



 
Chairman’s Statement  2019 (David Twigg – Retired October 2019) 
I start this report by thanking Pauline for creating a most comprehensive annual report of 

some 40 pages; which reveals just how much is going on in Aghalee Village Hall throughout 

the year and to a great extent how much we owe to Pauline for the execution of this 

incredible programme of events catering for all tastes of opinion. The whole village was 

delighted when at last Pauline received recognition for her commitment to the Village Hall 

with the award of the Brian McDowell Award by Lisburn and Castlereagh Council for her 

voluntary commitment to the community.  

You will be aware that the village renewal programme is now well under way and very much 

to the benefit of the whole community. The very substantial fence around the football pitch 

will hopefully deter even the most desperate dogs from fouling the playing area while the 

gym equipments and the running track are gaining in popularity and use. I know it wasn’t 

part of the original plan, but the changing room building now remains an awful eyesore. 

Work has already started on Phase Two with the planting of a hedge and trees at the 

telephone exchange. The open area between the Orange Hall and the Telephone Exchange 

has been treated with weed-killer prior to wild flower and grass sowing in Spring. The 

foundations for the seating areas are already in place. Later, a new fence and hedge will 

replace the rather unsightly wall at the front of the Village Hall. I am not quite certain when 

the traffic calming measures will be put in place to control vehicles speeding through the 

village and allow safe passage of pedestrians.  Patients attending the Health Centre are 

slowly making more use of the parking facilities in the playing field rather than obstructing 

the main road by parking on the pavement. We now just need to educate the drivers of HGV 

and farm vehicles who consistently park on the pavement outside the Chemists that they 

are obstructing the line of sight for drivers leaving the Mace car park, but this may be 

covered in a future phase of the village renewal. Aghalee was fortunate in being one of only 

6 villages in the Lisburn area to be included in the scheme and the smart new Aghalee signs 

on all roads into the village are also very welcome.  

Inside the hall we continue to be hugely indebted to Karol Bialowas, Ken Greer, Matt Hull 

and Chris Buller for their never-ending efforts to keep the Hall in a safe and warm 

environment in which all the activities can flourish. One new addition this year is the mural 

on the wall in the toilet lobby which was undertaken by the Art Class. It certainly brightens 

up a previously dull wall and features all the Hall activities.  

Another outstanding success is the continued production of the bi-annual newsletter, the 

last edition of which ran to 24 pages, and the success of which is entirely due to Fiona, 

Pauline and Peter Rusk. I know of no other similar organization which produces such a high 

quality production to reach 1,000 families. 

 



Many thanks to Pauline for sourcing £21,550 of grants from various sources, without which 

many of the courses run in the hall just wouldn’t happen.  

A BBC reporter is showing interest in highlighting the problems of parking and safety at 

Moira train station which were first raised by the Village Hall Committee some four years 

ago. 

Several years ago, a survey had been undertaken to gauge the wishes, needs and problems 

of the local community and which has been used in subsequent years to decide what we 

might be doing to help the local community in accordance with our original charter. We 

updated the survey this year which was carried out mainly on line and through social media, 

as well as by letter. We received many different responses which covered some new ideas 

as well as highlighting some of the activities which already feature on our programme. 

Several of the new ideas would depend on attracting new volunteers to manage and run 

new activities and to achieve this we need new volunteers.  

When I was elected to be chairman of Aghalee Village Hall back in 2004, I had no idea that I 

would still be in post 15 years later, which was far too long. It is essential that top positions 

change regularly in order to bring forward fresh thoughts and ideas for the betterment of 

the organization.  

When Mary and I came to Aghalee, we knew nobody here but joining the Village Hall 

Committee lead to us meeting a whole range of local people very quickly, which was 

definitely to our benefit. Latterly my hearing problem lead to the appointment of different 

committee members being invited to chair the monthly meetings which certainly spread the 

load of responsibility and kept the committee aware of what was going on. I must thank 

everyone on the various committees, as well as all the other unpaid volunteers, who have 

served over this time for all the interest, time and effort they have given to make the Village 

Hall a wonderful hub of activity for the local community. I have enjoyed my time as 

chairman but now it is time to retire to the back benches and I wish Lewis every possible 

success.                 D Twigg 

 
Chairman’s Statement  2019 (Lewis Trevithick Oct – Dec 2019) 
I haven’t much to add to David’s very concise report. I wish to thank Pauline for her help 
during the last three months; she certainly deserves the award that she received from the 
council. 
Starting with October, my first duty was to act as ‘MC’ at the Rock and Roll music fund 
raiser. Once again it was a great success and raised £840; many thanks to William Redpath, 
who did a fantastic job organising the event and to all the musicians for playing at the event 
gratis. 
The next event which requires a mention is the Christmas Lights Switch On and again it was 
a success, being attended by in excess of 400 children, including three choirs from the local 
primary schools. The Lights were switched on by the Mayor of Lisburn, who attended the 



event with the Lady Mayoress. Thanks again to all committee members who helped with the 
organising and running of the event. 
 
I hope to be follow on in David’s footsteps and endeavour to keep up the high standard that 
he has set. My first ambition is to try to make the Country Music Night more successful, the 
target being to double the attendance of last year. 
 
I wish David all the best for the future and I am quite sure that he will be doing a lot more 
than sitting on a bench. 
 
Lewis Trevithick. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
General review of 2019 
 
We have been very busy in 2019 and over the year we had to attend to many things including the 
normal, day to day running matter of the hall, such as:- 
Insurance renewal – seeking best value for money for an increased requirement of £10m Public 
Liability 
Entertainment Licence – meeting all the legislative requirements to enable us to retain our 
Entertainment Licence in order to be able to open the premises to the public. 
RQIA inspection – carrying out any remedial or additional actions and supplying any new equipment 
required to make the hall safe for use and up to RQIA standards 
Gathering prizes – we have to approach local businesses and groups within the community each year 
to source a supply of suitable prizes to be available for many of the events we run each year  
New committee members – we have to ensure all new committee members are properly inducted 
through an approved process and time has to be given to ensure they fully understand their 
responsibilities, what AVH does and that they also enjoy their time serving on the committee. 
Finances – we had to plan out a budget for the year and balance this with the actual financial 
situation of the charity, trying to fill gaps as and when necessary. Also involved in finances is the 
seeking of other income through rental of the hall for activities, from regular groups and users, 
occasional groups and users and courses, classes and programming as well as by seeking grant aid to 
fill any gaps and/or to provide a variety of programmes requested by the local community. Also 
included in finances is the production of annual accounts for audit at year end and supply of any 
other financial information required by potential funders.  
Normal Courses/programmes/classes/events – we had to plan out productive use of the halls over 
the course of the year, splitting this mainly into 4 terms of spring, summer, autumn and winter. We 
had to plan new programmes to fit with and enhance those that went before, while also providing 
programmes to develop and promote good community spirit and relations. These opportunities by 
virtue of bringing people together to try out and develop new activities will expose them to the work 
of the village hall and offer increased opportunities for volunteering.  The activities offered will 
enable those participating to develop new skills and to use their new skills in different and exciting 
ways. When these people become volunteers they will be able to use the newly acquired skills in 
volunteering roles within the village hall activities. The project will help increase individual self 
confidence and will eventually help build and increase community capacity because people will want 
to participate in community activities. They will become inspired by participating in new activities 
and will be empowered to give back to the community because they will have recognised they can 
make a difference, they can inspire others and that they can help shape their own lives within the 
community. 
Marketing – each year we produce a bi-annual AVH newsletter which we deliver to 1,000 families 
within the local community. These give information about activities at the hall along with items of 
interest from the wider village and surrounding areas. The newsletters are between 12 and 20 pages 
long and packed full of interesting items and articles to inform and empower the local community to 
take part in matters that interest them. 
We also run a social media page on Face Book, again highlighting mainly activities at the hall, but 
also including articles from the wider community and where we act as a platform for the local 
community to speak about what interests, annoys or pleases them.  
We have a webpage as well and on this, we transcribe all the information about the local area along 
with the articles from the newsletters so that there is always a place for people to go to see what’s 
happening in their area. 
Several times a year we send out information emails when new programmes, activities or events are 
taking place. We use the information given from patrons, with their permission to contact them with 
strict adherence to current Data protection laws. 
 



During the year we also spent time carrying out regular maintenance at the hall including: 

 Replacing various lights around the hall, inside and out 

 Installing some shelving in the Paul Green Hall with  more to do in the AgeNI store 

 Installed the new stage pelmet, representing the groups and clubs using the hall and made 
by various ladies in various groups. It looks fabulous. 

 Fitted exterior door hooks 

 Cleaned all gutters, low and high 

 Cleared moss off around the halls 

 Repaired the main interior lobby doors  

 Repaired a leak in the main equipment store, due to a piece of lead in the roof gully splitting 
 
There is still some work still to be carried out during 2020  

 After a water leak, plasterwork in the disabled facility is to be removed and replaced, then 
the whole will be painted and new sanitary wear installed. We obtained a very good price 
from Bassett’s in Portadown for the sanitary wear, courtesy of Katherine Lloyd, Custodial 
Trustee  

 There is an intermittent knocking from the main hall radiators and this has to be rectified 

 Some main hall lights are to be replaced  

 Guttering to the rear of the hall is loose and needs to be secured again to the wall  

 Repainting and small repairs of the fascias and woodwork all round the hall have to be 
carried out very soon as it is in a poor state 

 The fence between number 4 and AVH is in a bad state. AVH owns the part from the road to 
the security gate and the occupants of number 4 own from the security gate to the back 
corner of the property. It is planned to repair the front part of the fence when Village 
Renewal works at the front boundary are complete. We will have to see what can be done 
regarding the piece of fence owned by the occupants of number 4 

 A large, overhanging tree between number 4 and AVH needs attention as several heavy 
branches are overhanging the PG Hall and are potentially dangerous 

 Major works at the front boundary wall will take place as part of the wider Village Renewal 
programme being carried out on behalf of the village by local Council. We will replace the 
rendered boundary wall with metal fencing and hedging to improve the look of the front of 
the property and to tie in with improvements in ‘greening’ of the village.  

 We are still trying to fund the car park drainage – there has been nothing forthcoming to 
help repair this so it seems as if we will have to fund it ourselves. Once the Village Renewal 
works are complete, we will need to obtain the best price to change the lie of the surface 
water drains and direct the water into the DOE pipe-work, for which we already have 
permission. Once this is complete, rather than carrying out a whole-scale job as originally 
planned,  simple repairs of the hole to the rear of the car park and surface will need to be 
carried out and again, best possible price will be sought before the work is carried out.  These 
works will cost a considerable amount to put right and the £20,000+ put aside over the past 
few years will be used to complete, so steps are needed to replace these funds for further 
repairs or emergencies. When the VR works are being carried out at the front wall of the 
premises, the contractors will put in a lintel and pipe to enable AVH to carry out their works 
when ready. This will save the newly installed hedge being damaged. Hopefully this remedial 
work can be carried out in 2020. 
 
Accordingly we have been seeking quotes for the following:   

 Quote received for painting and small repairs to the exterior woodwork of the halls and 
cleaning out the guttering and it is expected this will be in the region of £3,000 

 Quote to get from electrician about a better car park lighting system  

 Quote requested for removal of overhanging tree 



 Quote requested for repair of existing wooden fence and possible bracing of remainder of 
fence 

 
Additionally this year, mainly as requested by the local community, we added to our programmes the 
following: 
 
Youth programme, Cross community programme, New community audit, Painting of a mural in a 
dingy area of the hall, involvement with the Lagan Navigation Canal Trust in the form of a linen 
tapestry depicting the canal and Aghalee living and using it and we tried to reduce our plastic use. 
 
We were approached about a number of village related matters during the year, including concerns 
about a sightline when exiting the junction of Soldierstown/Lurgan/Ballinderry Roads; road 
resurfacing at the junction between  Ballycairn and Brankinstown Roads and then the subsequent 
resurfacing of the Ballycairn Road, both of which have just been completed; concerns about flags and 
signs; concerns about speeding through the village, concerns about the situation at Moira Station, 
parking on pavements causing difficulty to pedestrians and wheelchair users trying to pass, plus 
general littering and dog fouling. We have requested action from various agencies, some matters 
with more success than others. We continue to publicise these matters and draw public attention to 
them as they arise in the village and work with local people to make contact with agencies to have 
the problems addressed and hopefully resolved.  
 
Our long time Chairman, David Twigg retired in October, handing over the mantle to Lewis Trevithick, 
a member of the Art Group. David has wanted to step down from Chairman Duty for a year or so now 
so we are glad we have found a replacement and are very grateful for all the leadership and 
guidance he has given the various Committees over almost 20 years. David intends to stay on as a 
Committee member until next AGM and it is hoped he will stand for re-election to the Committee 
then. The handover took place at the October meeting when Matt Hull, the Vice-Chairman gave a 
heartfelt speech from the Committee about David and his work over the years.   
 
We have been trying for a while now to find someone to assist and/or replace the Secretary, who 
also acts as Course and Funding Officer. No one has come forward through the Committee and it may 
prove necessary to advertise for and pay someone from outside the charity to take on this post.  
We carried out a deep clean over summer to help out as Sheila, our lady who cleans had been ill and 
it was great to see so many people pulling together to carry out this work. 
 
During the year we were very kindly donated a tea set by the family of the late Valerie Robinson. This 
was taken off the premises to be cared for by one of the Committee and will be used at events such 
as Afternoon Tea, where its beauty can be appreciated. 
  
Over the course of the year we had a few minor accidents, such as children tripping and falling when 
running about outside plus some injuries at Taekwondo club, which weren’t too serious thankfully.  
Several Committee members were ill at different times, but thankfully all are now restored to health. 
 
We are happy to report 2 births this year; Archie, a son to Custodial Trustee Mandy Clydesdale and 
her husband Stephen, and Reya, a daughter to past Committee member Anna Latimer and her 
husband Rob. Congratulations to both families.  
 
We sadly learned of the death Margaret Boyes, who had been the Manager with the elderly group 
before it became known as AgeNI. Margaret was very well known in the village and looked after our 
senior citizens with love and care for many years; our condolences are offered to her family.  
 

 
 



 

For the future: 

We need to carry out the various maintenance items and improvements to ensure the hall is kept 

safe and comfortable 

We need to refer to the Community Survey and see what we can use from the results of this to build 

on for perpetuity 

We need to keep providing a wide and varied range of programmes, courses, classes and social 

activities, using all recognised methods to do so 

We need to raise our profile to attract those in the community who seem not to be aware of who we 

are or what we do, despite our best efforts to alert them to this 

We need to try and draw in more people from the local community to take on some Committee roles 

or failing this, we need to plan how best the charity and Village Hall can continue into the future 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Programme 
 
AGM 21st March  
The Chairman welcomed those present and the meeting started at 7.45pm. He welcomed new 
people and thanked them for attending, and was gratified to see that all the seats were taken up this 
year. 
The Financial report was given and the Treasurer asked for questions from the floor about the 
accounts and annual report but none were raised.  
Before the retirement of current Committee and election of 2018/19 Committee, the Chairman 
welcomed Alderman Leathem and Councillor Beckett and said how grateful he was to both of them 
for showing faithful dedication to helping the hall. He also welcomed Victoria Jackson, the new 
Community Development Officer from Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council who would be overseeing 
the election of the new committee. 
Aghalee Village Hall Management Committee was elected as follows: - The nominations to 
committee from the user groups were read out: 
AGHALEE TAEKWONDO CLUB -   Susan McCavigan  
ART -     Lewis Trevithick  
BALLET -     Pauline Buller  
BALLINDERRY BADMINTON -   Alan McKeown + Derek Blakely 
BOOK CLUB -     Kerry Quinn + Fiona Maree 
NEEDLECRAFT -     Lynn Sweeney + Janice Humphreys 
UPHOLSTERY -     Anne Miskelly + Alison Gawith 
WAG & BONE DOG TRAINING  Alison McMahon + Margaret Agnew 
 
Those members of the public who offered themselves for election to serve on the committee were:-                                                                                                      
Matt Hull, Andrea Huff, Ken Greer, Fernando Gutierrez, David Twigg, Walter Robertson and Chris 
Buller. 
At a later stage Michael Beacham was appointed as an additional representative for the Taekwondo 
Club. During the year due to pressure of work, Janice Humphreys resigned and was replaced by Pat 
McAdams and Alison McMahon was replaced by Suzanne Cochrane. 
Custodial Trustees remained in post and the following additional volunteers with special skills 
volunteered their time:-                                                                                                                                   
Ruth Macauley (Booking Secretary) 
Carol Redpath (Vulnerable person + Child protection Officer) 
Karol Bialowas (Maintenance) 
Paul and Avril Simcox (Setting out) 
 
There is one part time paid employee, Mrs Sheila Hull – Cleaning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Chairman Retires 
David Twigg and his late wife, Mary, became integral parts of village life when they moved to 
Aghalee. David first joined the Village Hall Committee in 1982 and served until 1986 while Mary 
served in 1994 as part of the WVS. He returned to the committee in 2001, taking up the post of Vice-
Chairman in 2002 and took over as Chairman in 2004, a post he has held since then. 
David has always had the best interests of Aghalee Village Hall, and indeed Aghalee village, at heart. 
He has been involved in many projects and campaigns to improve the quality of local services and 
village life. The Village Hall saw many improvements under his chairmanship - the installation of the 
new kitchen; the renovation of The Loft as a space for groups such as Book Club and Needlecraft; the 
installation of the stair lift, making the upstairs accessible; securing the provision of a defibrillator in 
the village; playing an active role in the Village Renewal project; taking part in the Cross Community 
project with Aghagallon. Perhaps the most memorable of David’s projects is the Mary Twigg Perpetual 
Cup. Following Mary’s death in 2015, David set up the Aghalee Village Hall Schools Choir 
Competition. The competition was very popular, with St Mary’s PS winning the cup three times and 
being awarded it to keep in perpetuity. 
While we are sad to see David step down as Chairman, we can be sure that his sense of community 
and his commitment to Aghalee and to the Village Hall will be a legacy that will be evident for many 
years. We wish David a restful retirement, though we know that’s unlikely. 
Thank you, David. 

 

 
 
New Chairman 
In September David Twigg stepped down as Chairman of Aghalee Village Hall after 15 years. He had 
previously been Vice-Chairman, having joined the Committee in 2001, almost 20 years ago. 
Lewis Trevithick expressed an interest in standing for the post and was unanimously elected at the 
September meeting. 
Lewis was born in India, moving back to Cornwall with his family when he was 3. His background is in 
telecommunications, electronics and computer engineering. He and Jane married in 1966 and have 2 
children and 1 grandchild and moved to Aghalee 25 years ago. Lewis has been the Art Group 
representative on the committee for a number of years. 
The handover occurred at the October meeting and the Committee welcomed Lewis as Chairman 
and gave a small gift of recognition to David for his dedication over the years. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Grants at the end of September 2019 - Total £21,550 
 
James Tudor Foundation   Action Cancer Big Bus Visit  £    525 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council  Community Services Grant  £4,455 
Esme Mitchell    Art/Upholstery/Needlecraft  £1,000 
Halifax Foundation NI   Wood Carving Course   £1,120 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council  Be Active Programme   £1,800 
Garfield Weston Foundation  Core costs     £5,000 
Woodward Charitable Trust   Summer Schemes   £    450 
The Foyle Foundation    Outdoor area/Car Park (Pledged)  £5,000 
Truemark Trust     Equip/trips for elderly   £4,000 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council  Christmas Grant   £1,000 

 

Fund-raising 
Our own fund-raising efforts saw a total of around £3,667.00 brought in by the following events. Gift 
Aid of around £910.00 will be applied for in April 2020. 
 
Country evening        £  82.00 
Art Exhibition          £245.00 
Afternoon Tea          £220.00 
Solstice Walk          £225.00 
Summer Schemes         £840.00 
Rock Gig Night          £840.00 
Christmas event        £363.00 
Donations from Upholstery group      £563.00 
Other donations        £200.00 
Donations from Jam made by Volunteers     £  89.00 
 

Prize donors and prizes at the end of September 2019 
Karen Millen Santa Monica Leather Handbag & Aynsley Bowl, Ballet/Jeanne Cree 
Ladies gym voucher - 10 sessions, Janice Humphreys Microwave, Huff family 
4 Ball Golf Voucher, Edenmore Country Club 
£40 Voucher, Clenaghans 
£50 Voucher, Classic Kitchens 
Membership + 6 classes, Aghalee Taekwondo Club 
4 Drinking glasses, Several Toiletry Sets, Upholstery class Hairdressing voucher, Lagan Locks 
Supermarket Voucher, Pooles Moira 
Avon Breast Cancer Pink Pack, Avril Simcox 
Vouchers - B&Q and Amazon, Quinn/Gutierrez Family Indian Head Massage, Elite Beauty 
Vouchers, Mace Aghalee 
Bottle Craft Gin, Badminton Club Glass Bowls, Alison Gawith 
Toolbox & Remote control car, Buller family Serving tray, Smyth Patterson 
Jewellery box & Lantern and candle, Aghalee Pharmacy 
 
We acknowledge a huge thanks to all those members of the committee and community who give of 
their time and expertise to hold events to help us fund-raise and to the funders, patrons and 
supporters who have made our continuing work possible. We are deeply indebted to you all. This 
year we hope to bring in even more money to help us continue to expand our programme of 
courses, classes and social activities and to refurbish the outdoor space/car park which is in a bad 
state and needs a new drainage system and to be resurfaced, the cost of which is in the realm of 
£24,000! 



 
Beneficiaries 

     Direct Paid Staff Indirect  

(X 2.5) 

Book Club (held monthly) 12 0 30 

Needlecraft (held monthly) 12 0 30 

Upholstery Classes (held weekly) x 3 terms x 16 48 1 120 

Senior Badminton (held weekly) x 3 terms x 18 54 0 135 

Ballet (held weekly) x 3 terms x 30 90 1 225 

Art Classes (held weekly) x 2 terms x 18 36 1 90 

Dog Training (held twice weekly) x 50 wks x 10 x 2 20 1 50 

Taekwondo (held weekly) x 50 wks x 10 x 2 20 2 50 

Age Concern (held weekly) x 50 wks x 15 x 1 15 4 37 

Yoga (held weekly) x 3 terms x 20 x  60 1 150 

Exercise (held weekly) x 3 classes x 6 weeks x 10 30 3 75 

Courses x 8 x 12 students 96 8 240 

Youth group 12 2 30 

Christmas Event (held annually) 400 1 1000 

Art Summer Scheme (held annually) 30 1 75 

Rural Summer Scheme (held annually) 30 3 75 

Afternoon Tea (held annually) 50 0 125 

Art exhibition (held annually) 200 0 500 

Macmillan event (held annually) 50 0 125 

Music Night 1 held annually 100 3 250 

Music Night 2 held annually 180 0 450 

Solstice Walk (held annually) 40 0 100 

Totals 1585 32 3962 

 



Courses 
 
Be Active Stay Active Programme 
In 2018, after the very successful completion of the Be Active, Stay Active Programme funded by 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council, we were again successful in attracting funding to take the 
programme further in 2019, running from October until the end of March 2020. 
 
These are: 
Chi-me on a Wednesday morning in the PG Hall @ 10.00 – 11.00am £3 per class. This lovely, gentle 
exercise class is taken by Geraldine Doone, a local lady skilled in this beautiful Tai Chi based range of 
movements, suitable for all ages and abilities. It has proved very popular. 
 
Yoga on a Friday evening in the PG Hall @ 7.00 – 8.00pm £5 per class. This class is taken by the very 
experienced and experienced local tutor, Gemma Wellwood and is proving very popular. Gemma 
also runs 2 classes on a Monday evening at the hall so we are able to cater for all ages and abilities. 
 
Cardio Fit on a Tuesday in the main hall @ 10.00 – 11.00am for adults - £5 per class, 11.15 – 
12.00noon for 60+ - £2.50 and 7.00-8.00pm for adults - £5 per class. These classes are taken by 
Rachel from Jax Fitness Boutique, Lisburn and Rachel proves to be an energetic and enthusiastic 
tutor. She encourages those of us who are older and have possibly not taken part in exercise for 
many years while being able to cater for the younger and more fit members of the community. 
 
At the end of December we are pleased to report that both Chi-me and Yoga are progressing very 
well with healthy attendance, while the Cardio Fit classes are a little less well attended. It is hoped 
that with a small review and change to the Cardio Fit classes, attendance will pick up in the New 
Year. In providing these courses we have been responding to requests from the local community for 
exercise classes at a local venue and we are very grateful to the local Council for the grant to provide 
this programme.  
 

 
 

 
 

Reviving Forgotten Rural Crafts Programme 
In late 2018 we received funding from The Arts Council NI for a programme – Reviving Forgotten 
Rural Crafts. This started in early April with 6 straw craft classes run by Straw Craft Ireland and we 
have had a ball! The students thought they would be working over 5 weeks in order to be able to 
produce a reasonably accomplished piece on week 6; not a bit of it! Week 1 they made a Country 
favour and a Glory Braid! And so it has progressed each week, making 2 if not more items each time. 
The tutors, Norah and Alisha were brilliant, the craic mighty and the tea and buns fabulous! Highly 
recommended!  



Basket weaving which was to be part of the programme had to be withdrawn due to an injury to the 
tutor but we re-negotiated with the Arts Council and managed to make a change to run a 6 week 
course in Traditional Sewing. This 6 week course in Traditional Needlework is to give the participant 
an insight in the history and many facets of traditional needlework, including:- 
 Blackwork, Candlewicking, Whitework, Redwork and Hardanger embroidery. 
 
Each week the participant will be shown how to work the weekly featured needlework so they can 
get a good introduction in creating the particular needlework, how it started and be able to make an 
item that was found in the sewing box of the needlewomen of the past, but is still useful in the 
modern hand sewers needlework box. On the final week we will be finishing each piece into the 
sewing accessory for the chosen needlework so they will be able to use the item 
  
The final part of this funding from the Arts Council NI is 2 x 6 week Stone carving classes.  
These started in September 2019, under the expert guidance of Jonny Kerr. Ten students will be 
creating their own fabulous stone carvings to take home, with the second course starting in January 
2020 and which is now fully booked.  
 

 

 
To complete the Reviving Rural Crafts Programme we received funding from The Halifax Foundation 
NI, who have funded 2 x 6 week Wood carving classes. Have you ever appreciated the beauty and 
flowing lines of a woodcarving and thought this is something you would like to try? This course also 
started in September and will complete with a further course in January 2020  
Stephen Ryan from Green Woodwork Ireland will be teaching the skills needed to produce a 
woodcarving, from the initial sketching of a design, to using a range of carving tools and materials. 
This class is ideal for people who just want to try something new, with no previous experience 
required. 
 

 
 
 
Many thanks to both funders for making this very popular programme possible. 

 

 
 



Additional programme from Sept 2019 to mid 2020 
We are working on adding some events for the hall under the theme ‘Arts, bringing Art to the 
community’. We are thinking along the lines of a couple of choral events, perhaps some theatre, 
traditional music and maybe a community circus event and something else for families, such as 
magic show, story-telling and art/drama. We have contacted a number of experts in these fields and 
are currently submitting a funding application to help with the costs of this. Watch out in the usual 
places for details if we are successful in attracting funding. 
 
We are also working up funding applications for some new daytime and evening courses and classes 
for adults such as photography and Wellness. We have been approached by tutors who have 
expressed an interest in holding a series of classes around typing, shorthand, introduction of Social 
Media for over 55s and proof-reading. If funding is successful these will be advertised in the usual 
places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Events 2019 
 
May 2019 - Country evening 
This was our first venture into a Country Night as requested by a number of local people. The event 
was poorly attended, with only about 36 turning up, but despite this £302 was collected, which was 
enough to pay the band and make a very small profit of £82. Many thanks to Andrea for helping 
organise and for clearing up the hall afterwards, and thanks also to Lewis for organising the music. 
We will try once more next year and hopefully more people will attend. 

 
June 2019 - Thank you meal for 2018 volunteers 
We held our Annual thank you meal at The Gate Inn. This meal is held to thank all AVH Committee 
members, volunteers and helpers for everything they do to enable the work of Aghalee Village Hall 
continue.  We had a beautiful meal and a great night’s craic! 
 

 
 

June 2019 - Art Exhibition and Afternoon Tea 
The Art exhibition was opened on Friday 14th June 2019 at 7.30pm and ran until Sunday 16th and was 
again very successful and well attended. There were over 150 visitors to view the fabulous work 
created by Aghalee art group, tutored by Cherie Craig from Southern Regional College, and many 
works were sold. 
Afternoon Tea took place on Saturday 15 June 2.00 pm during the Art Exhibition and again was a 
great success. All the food hand made by Fiona Maree and guests were served by AVH volunteers. 
This was once again a very successful joint fund-raising venture, with Afternoon Tea making a very 
pleasing £220 profit. The Art Exhibition donated a total of £245 to Village Hall funds. 
A vote of thanks is extended to Fiona Maree, who masterminded the Afternoon tea and organised a 
great deal of the Art Exhibition, along with other members of the Art Club. 

 

 
 
June 2019 - Solstice Walk  
On Saturday 22nd June 6.30 am about 50 people met at the Village Hall for the annual Solstice walk 
down the towpath to the Broadwater and back to a fabulous cooked breakfast at the hall. Entry to 
the walk was by donation with breakfast £3 extra with all funds to Village Hall funds. The weather 



held off and we had a lovely walk. Once again, this event was a success and just over £225 was 
raised. Huge thanks to Ruth Macauley and family for overseeing the breakfast arrangements.  

 

July – August 2019 - AVH Summer Scheme/Football 
camp/ LCCC Rural Summer Scheme  
We ran a week of Art/Craft and a one week football camp followed by one week Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council Rural Summer Scheme, for the local children. Local artist Sarah Thomson 
was the artist tutor during the AVH scheme 29th July – 9th August and CK Coaching coached the 
children during the football scheme 12th – 16th August. The Council Rural Summer Scheme was run 
19th – 23rd August.  
 
Art week  
Phew! What a fun week we had. Thirty two children registered and seven volunteer helpers plus 
Sarah Thomson, Local Artist. The craic was mighty and the noise phenomenal! The artwork created 
was of a brilliant standard and everyone had such good fun. 
 

  
 
 
Thank you to all the helpers - Selina Warnock, Alastair Mulligan, Beth McCooe, Joan Walsh, Jenny 
Giraudeau, Julia Robinson, Pauline Buller and of course our local Community Artist, Sarah Thomson – 
the week just wouldn’t have happened without them. A total of £560 was raised.  
 
Soccer 
The Soccer Summer Scheme, coached by CK Coaching had 14 children registered and attending out 
of 20 available spaces, which was good for a first try. We travelled into Lisburn by bus as the local 
playing fields were undergoing a renovation over the summer. We had great fun learning new skills 
and playing all sorts of footie based games. A total of £280 was raised.  
These schemes were made possible by a grant from The Woodward Trust Summer Scheme. 
 

 
 
Council scheme 
The Council Rural Summer Scheme was not as well attended this year, with only 18 children 
attending. It was thought this was due to the number of other local schemes already running in 
various halls and venues within the Council area. 

 



September - MacMillan Coffee & Cake event  
This event was held on Saturday 21st September 2019 and was very well attended.  
The Winners were: - MacMillan - £202.55 raised, including Gift Aid = total £231.30, and all the other 
who won lots of lovely prizes donated by various members of the community. 
A big thank you to everyone who donated prizes for the ballot and thanks especially to Fiona and 
Pauline who organised the event and to Ellen, Tim and Elizabeth who set tables, washed dishes and 
tidied up – all jobs well done! 

    
 
 

October 2019 – Rock Gig Night  
Saturday 12th October – Local musicians gave up their time to play for our fund- raising event. 
Artists: Lewis Trevithick who sang a great selection of country ballads. 
This year, Jack and William Redpath Jnr. joined William Snr. to play some Neil Young songs before 
Dazed took to the stage to perform a selection of mostly 70s classics from the Rolling Stones, The 
Faces, Rod Stewart, Moody Blues and Van Morrison. Dazed originally performed together in the late 
70s and got back together especially to entertain the community at gig night. The boys now hail 
from all parts of N Ireland and are; David Johnston (drums), Andrew Hughes (Saxophone/flute), 
David Goodman (bass), Neville Jones (keyboards) Charles Redpath (vocals), William Redpath (guitar 
and vocals) and Roy Leary (lead guitar). 
The ballot then took place with a fantastic range of prizes donated by local businesses, families and 
AVH group. 
The Renegade Kings were delighted to return to the annual Rock night at Aghalee Village Hall, three 
years after forming for this very event. The band have just finished recording another 4 new tracks 
which are due for release shortly; these follow from the 3 track EP recorded last year. The guys were 
eager to follow on from a successful night in 2018 and played a number of favourites along with 
some of their own tracks. Starting with Tom Petty’s ‘Running down a Dream’ and ending with Queen’s 
‘We Will Rock You’ then into The Undertones ‘Teenage Kicks’. ‘Sneaking In’, one of the new tracks 
along with ‘Can’t Walk on Me’ and ‘It’s Me’ were all very well received by a great turnout in the Hall. A 
fantastic night all round with a good crowd and mix of musical styles and genres. 
Hopefully we get to do it again next year! 
Thank you to all the performers, old and new, to the donors who gave prizes for the ballot, to those 
who  sold ballot tickets, to everyone who set out the hall and cleaned up afterwards and most of all 
to YOU the local community who came and supported the event.  A brilliant £840 was raised. 
 

 
 

 



December - Christmas Light-up! 
The Christmas event took place on Thursday 5th December at 7pm. This was the annual Christmas 
Lights Switch On and visit to Santa!  
There was some lovely singing from the three local school choirs, community singing and 
refreshments, Toby Pinecone kept an eye on everyone and checked who was on the good or 
naughty lists. Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council’s Mayor led the count-down to the Christmas tree 
switch on and then all the children paid that all important visit to Santa’s Grotto! The hall and grotto 
had been decorated by volunteers and everything looked just beautiful. We had over 400 people on 
the premises during the evening who were served seasonal refreshments by more volunteers. 
Entry was by donation and a wonderful £363.49 was raised. 
 

 
 

 
Planned Events for 2020 - Action Cancer - The Big Bus 
A provisional booking has been made for the Action Cancer Big Bus 
to come to Aghalee Village Hall on the 8th February 2020. 
 

 
 
 
Services offered on board: 
Service 1: Breast Screening 
Who is eligible: Women aged 40-49 & 70+ 
Number of appointments: 24 appointments available 
About the Service: 1 in 8 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer. While this is a frightening 
statistic, detecting breast cancer early makes it a very treatable diagnosis. 
Using the latest digital mammography technology, we are able to see cancers millimetres in size and 
before women have developed symptoms or a lump. All women over 40 should be having regular 
mammograms. 
Action Cancer’s BIG BUS offers this free service to women aged 40-49 & 70+ every 2 years. (The NHS 
screening program will call all women aged 50-70 every 3 years). 



Appointments last approximately 10 minutes and results are processed within three weeks. Clients 
and their GP will both receive the results by post. If further assessment is required, Action Cancer 
will liaise with the client and their nearest symptomatic Breast Clinic to arrange this. 
Those not eligible for an appointment: 

 Women with a breast symptom or concern - they should see their GP. 

 Women who have been pregnant or breast-feeding within the last 6 months. 

 Women who have had a previous mammogram within the last 2 years. 

 Women aged 50-69 (they should avail of the free NHS screening service). 
 
Service 2: M.O.T. Health Checks 
Who is eligible: Males & Females aged 16+ 
Number of appointments: 13 appointments available 
About the Service: .M.O.T. health checks are a great way to give your body the once-over. Clients can 
have the following 4 tests carried out by one of our Health Promotion Officers: 

 Blood pressure;  

 Cholesterol; 

 Blood glucose; and 

 Body Composition Analysis (BMI and more). 
All test results are given on the day. If any levels are outside the normal range, we will write to the 
client encouraging them to book a GP appointment to discuss it. We also notify the GP to make them 
aware of the results. 
During the 20 minute appointment our Officer will also give advice on healthier lifestyle choices and 
cancer awareness. 
 
 
Appointments 
All appointments are booked by individuals directly through Action Cancer. Clients can book online 
at www. actioncancer.org/appointments or by calling 028 9080 3344 Option 6 once the visit is 
confirmed and advertised. 
People from the local community are encouraged to book appointments in the weeks leading up to 
the visit. 
 
This service will be provided through funding from The James Tudor Foundation. 
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Other 
 
1000th ‘Like’ on Facebook 
Early in January we reached our 1,000+ ‘LIKE’ on Facebook!  
A small prize was offered for the person who was 1,000 and we are delighted to announce 
congratulations to winner Louise Dawson, who was contacted by a member of the committee with 
her prize. Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/aghaleevillagehall 
 

Aghalee Surgery 
Our Nurse Practitioner, Nicky Fawcett, retired in June of this year. 
Nicky joined the Practice in May 2010, and immediately became an extremely valued member of the 
team. Her extensive medical knowledge and experience, combined with a genuine love for the 
nursing profession, ensured that her patient care was second to none. 
She developed a strong bond with many of her patients, who miss her presence at the surgery very 
much. 

 
 
Anne Menary, our Secretary/Receptionist, also retired in June 
Anne held this very demanding role for 12 years. During this time she performed her duties tirelessly 
and in a professional manner. She was a welcoming first point of contact for many patients over the 
years, and always gave her best to the role. 
We extend our thanks to Nicky and Anne for the years of hard work and dedication.  Local patients 
join with doctors & staff in wishing them both a very healthy and happy retirement! 
 

Be Safe - Be Seen…especially when out walking on roads with no pavements and in 

poorly lit areas such as Moira Station. We continue to remind people about staying safe and have been 
promoting and warning about the dangers on our Facebook page. We also have some hi-vis jackets 
available for those who might need one. 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/aghaleevillagehall


Community Survey 
 

 
 
This year we decided to renew the community survey, last carried out in 2007. This was publicised 
and carried out mainly on-line and through social media with an additional 400 fliers sent around 
local houses within the local area to promote the survey and advise about the availability of paper 
copies. Many thanks to Alison McMahon who delivered.  
 

Main points from the Survey 
We received many suggestions via the Community Survey and while we are always open to new 
ideas, it’s not always possible to run the classes and courses that everyone would like. 
We currently run a wide and varied range of classes and clubs to suit all age groups and tastes – 
Ballet, Art, Upholstery, Needlecraft, Book Club, Art, Dog Training, Taekwondo to name a few. We also 
run Gig Nights, the Midsummer Walk, Afternoon Tea. 
There were suggestions of Library Services, yet the mobile library visits the village. So maybe there is 
a lack of information which we might be able to address? We had suggestions of a Village Festival 
yet this, too, has been tried and discontinued due to lack of support and volunteers. Also put 
forward: parent & toddler group, toy library, darts, bridge, choir – all these have been tried but 
faltered due to lack of interest and shortage of volunteers to run them. 
It must be remembered that Aghalee Village Hall is run entirely by volunteers, with money to run 
everything coming from hall rental, grants and donations. We have now published the results of the 
survey on our website. In our November meeting there was a lot of discussion about these 
comments. It was felt that the public seemed to want AVH to provide everything to them with no 
commitment on their part to take part when provision is made. There was discussion about how we 
might get people to ‘buy in’ to the village hall and discussion about how the hall should continue for 
the future.  
 
 

Reponses to 2019 Survey question - What should Aghalee Village Hall be focusing on 
now?  
The full list of suggestions from respondents for focus for AVH for the future can be summarised as 
follows, with comments about what is already work in progress:  Public comments in black and AVH 
responses in red. 
 
62 x Activities for older children / young people  
We run as many as we can, funding & space permitting 
56 x Entertainment /dances/social events    
We run as many as we can, funding & space permitting 
48 x Local educational classes / training course    
We run as many as we can, funding & space permitting 
44 x Health related activities or services     
None at present 
37 x More sporting opportunities     
No available time slots at the hall 
 



33 x Cultural activities e.g. dance, music etc  
We run as many as we can, funding & space permitting 
31 x Activities aimed specifically at men     
None at present – very little available space 
30 x More activities for younger children    
None at present 
29 x Historical Society       
None at present 
27 x Activities aimed specifically at older people    
Limited at present  
26 x Afterschool Club /Homework Club     
Previous activities not well attended   
26 x Library services       
Mobile library bus calls around the village 
24 x Activities aimed specifically at women    
None specifically 
24 x Outdoor play area       
Once car park is repaired this can be sorted 
20 x Arts activities e.g. drama, arts & crafts, etc  
We run as many as we can, funding & space permitting 
18 x Health related information      
None at present 
17 x Cultural activities, e.g. dance, music etc  
We run as many as we can, funding & space permitting 
15 x Information / advice for parents Information / advice for parents  
None at present 
15 x Playgroup        
Not possible due to lack of space and times 
14 x Information / advice on welfare benefits    
None at present 
13 x Arts activities, e.g. drama, arts & crafts, etc  
We run as many as we can, funding & space permitting 
9 x Community notices       
We do - except for third party advertising 
7 x Childcare        
Not possible due to lack of space and times 
7 x Information / advice for farmers     
None at present 
6 x Information / advice for other businesses    
None at present 
2 x Annual village festival - Community events to bring residents together for large events eg 
summer solstice celebration, coffee shop, exercise classes, pub  
These have been tried previously and stopped due to lack of help, funding and volunteers. Exercise 
classes will hopefully be starting soon. 
1 x More variety of activities locally please, parent & toddlers group, proper community centre, toy 
library, facilities for new mums, yoga, language classes, photography classes, darts, bridge, choir, 
bowls, family activities at weekends     
These have been tried previously and stopped due to lack of help, funding and volunteers. Various 
classes depend very much on available funding and time slots in which to hold the classes. Parent & 
toddler, toy library, choir, bowls and weekend activities are all impossible due to lack of time, space 
and funding. 

 



 
Cross Community Venture 
We were approached by Aghagallon Community Centre about the possibility of joining together to 
carry out a cross community programme before the end of the financial year 31/3/19. There have 
been 8 meetings and 2 trips to date and around 40 people from both villages expressed an interest.  
The group met to discuss various historical and other related issues. Included was an ‘ex-
combatants’ workshop where two people from differing religious beliefs and politics talked about 
their part in the Troubles, how they ended up in jail and their journey from paramilitarism to an 
understanding and appreciation of the other point of view. There was a trip to Dublin and one to 
Belfast to explore these ideas further and we completed workshops dealing with various thorny 
historical issues. Aghalee Village Hall hosted a number of the meetings with the inaugural one being 
held in Aghagallon and the final one in The Gate Inn for a meal and review of the programme.  
This was followed in September 2019 with a new programme funded by Armagh, Banbridge & 
Craigavon Borough Council.  
Many activities were discussed and we kicked off in July in Aghagallon Community Centre with an 
evening dedicated to one of our wonderful shared spaces, the Lagan Navigation Canal. We had an 
invited speaker to tell us a bit about the history of the canal and the people who used it. This was a 
very entertaining and informative evening. The canal has had a long and interesting life and it was 
wonderful to hear more about it. Perhaps, amongst ourselves, there are people whose families have 
been involved in using the canal in the past, who have stories of their own to tell. We followed up 
later with a walk along the canal to explore again this amazing place, hopefully with new 
understanding of its history in our heads.  
Following on from our very enjoyable talk on the Lagan Navigation Canal: history, present and future 
plans, we went on to the next event in our calendar. On the weekend of 3rd-4th August, 14 
participants from the Aghalee group joined 15 participants from Aghagallon on a residential visit to 
Derry/Londonderry. On arrival, we spent the afternoon enjoying some of the city’s museums and 
sights. 
Despite the rain, we had a walk across the Millennium Bridge and then a stroll on the city walls 
listening to the street performers who proved very knowledgeable about the city’s history. This was 
followed up by a guided tour of the Apprentice Boys Museum nearby. We had an entertaining and 
informative talk and came away knowing much more than when we had arrived. We then walked 
into the Bogside for a visit to the Free Derry Museum where we viewed the many exhibits 
Dinner was followed by an evening’s entertainment at the Walled City Tattoo. Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed the music, dancing and sketches during the evening. On Sunday morning we had a 
workshop at the hotel. It was a very enjoyable morning and after lunch we headed for home again, 
in good spirits. 
It is hoped to hold another couple of end of year projects which will lead to a further, more 
comprehensive and lasting programme for 2020 and onwards. 
 

     
 
 



Did you know?… 
Our very own village of Aghalee got a mention in The Times and The Sunday Times Best Places to 
Live 2019 (NI).Yes indeed, Aghalee was up there mentioned with the likes of Holywood, South Belfast, 
Ballycastle, Enniskillen and Hillsborough. 
Aghalee was recognised as “improving” and “great for foodies”. Well Done Aghalee! 
Let’s spread the word. 

    

Greenway Plans 
Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon City Council has plans over the next few years to make open 
Greenways throughout the borough. One of these is planned from Aghalee through to Portadown.  
This information comes at a good time as the Lagan Navigation Canal Trust is striving ahead with 
plans to join up the various towpaths and one of the outcomes desired by the Aghalee/Aghagallon 
Cross community programme is to have an open towpath/walkway between the 2 villages. AVH has 
contacted all parties and it has been agreed that the LNT person will convene a meeting between all 
interested parties to see how we might build on this to achieve our objective. 

 
Lagan Canal Trust 
AVH and the Lagan Canal Trust have been in partnership since 2018. For the last 10 years the Trust 
has been campaigning to reopen the Lagan Navigation from Belfast to Lough Neagh and many of you 
support this endeavour. The Trust has been successful in gaining major funding £2.4M, from Lisburn 
& Castlereagh City Council for their flagship tourism destination project - Discover Waterways 
Lisburn. Additional funding will see a total of £4m raised in the next year for this project. Belfast City 
Council is investing in downstream at Stranmillis and Armagh City Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 
Council is investing in the Aghagallon project.  
The journey for many participants started some time before as they embarked on various projects 
relating to the life and times along the Lagan Navigation Canal. Some fantastic work was produced 
along the way and much was discovered about our local heritage. Aghalee ladies produced a linen 
panel representing the Lagan Canal as it made its way through Aghalee, taking part in creating a 
beautiful linen tapestry as part of the ‘Linen on the Lagan‘ programme.  
The panel has been touring along with others made by other communities at the same time and 
when the tour is complete the panel will be returned to us to display in the Village Hall.  
In February, 27 local people representing Aghagallon Community Centre and Aghalee Village Hall 
travelled to the W5 at The Odyssey in Belfast to The Waterways Storymaking Festival to celebrate 
our heritage and culture through creative writing, needlework, photography and musical 
presentations.  
 
Congratulations must go to all who produced work for the festival and in particular to the 
Aghagallon “stitchers”, the writers and the photographers who also received special recognition at 
the event. Aghagallon group won first prize in the Tapestry element and Joe McStay won first prize 
for his photograph. Well done to all involved. 
 

   
 

 



Lisburn and Castlereagh Community Awards  
At the annual Lisburn and Castlereagh Community Awards Dinner at La Mon House Hotel on  14th 
March, Pauline Buller, Secretary of AVH was presented with the Brian McDowell Award for her 
voluntary commitment to the community.  
Nobody has committed more time and effort than Pauline over many years especially to the running 
of Aghalee Village Hall. This award was long overdue and at last gives Pauline the recognition which 
she so richly deserves. Pauline, very many thanks for all that you have done for the Village Hall. 
 

   
 

Moira Station 
The Village Hall has been in touch with local Councillors about the ongoing current parking situation 
at Moira Station. All local Killultagh Councillors along with Councillor Owen Gawith in whose 
constituency the Station lies have been working to try and find a suitable resolution. 
A local lady was almost knocked down on her way to the station during the dark nights. Her bag was 
clipped but thankfully no damage done. Letters have been sent to DfI about having upgraded lighting 
for the area but they have replied the current lights meet the requirement for a rural area. There are 
ongoing discussions with The Tannery about access to the car park through their pedestrian gate 
which enables pedestrians to walk safely rather than down Chestnuthill Road, which has neither 
lighting nor pavement. 
 
The latest update on this is from DfI 
“P&R to serve Moira Railway Halt 
The expansion of park and ride facilities at Moira to meet the high demand for rail services and to 
address the traffic issues relating to current commuter parking remains a priority for the 
Department.  
Translink are delivering this project in collaboration with the Department and four sites in the local 
area of the existing halt have been appraised. Landowner negotiations for the preferred site, 
offering the necessary scale to cater for both existing and future demand, are progressing well. 
Upon successful completion of the land acquisition, it is proposed that preliminary designs will be 
finalised and planning approval sought to permit construction to commence early next year, subject 
to the availability of sufficient funding. 
We can also advise that the Department and Translink continue to work closely together, to consider 
further temporary parking arrangements in the vicinity of Moira halt, prior to the opening of the 

new proposed park and ride facility. This temporary provision is presently  being carefully 
considered in terms of existing general traffic conditions, pedestrian movements and roadside 
parking, to ensure the current situation is improved, where possible.” 
 
AVH is continuing to lobby the authorities and agencies to provide better lighting and parking at 
least on a temporary basis until new parking plans are realised. Recently we have confirmed with a 
local journalist that he is willing to run an article about the station and the issues arising from it with 
regards to safety for pedestrians and motorists alike.  



Mural 
Our dull and dreary back hallway was transformed during the summer and we are delighted with the 
transformation. Charlie Leeke of the Aghalee Art Club came up with the concept and it was brought 
to life by Gary and Helen of Thick As Thieves Streetwear & Graffiti Supplies (Lurgan). Some local 
children also contributed to the mural with their unique artwork. We think it looks amazing and we 
hope you agree! 

 The rainbow colours represent inclusiveness throughout the World and in Aghalee and 
surrounding area 

 The flowing colourful loops represent: 

 Community cohesion in Aghalee and surrounding area 

 The activities that take place both in the hall and seasonally out of doors 

 The Lagan Navigation Canal which flows through Aghalee and links us to other people 

 The embellishments in and around the loops are the input from local children, reminding us 
to have fun 

The design and painting was done by members of the Young at ‘Art group plus some local children 
 

   
Plastic Reduction 
In July we discussed trying to reduce our single use plastic use at the hall. We ditched the old plastic 
cutlery and replaced them with wooden ones along with more metal cutlery. 
We searched for alternatives to plastic bin bags for the hall. There are so called biodegradable ones 
which do break down in time but not always as expected and which are still formed from oil based 
products and also contain small amounts of heavy metals, which aren’t good for the environment 
either. There are starch based bags as used in food caddies, but these often leak, aren’t strong and 
again, don’t always break down as expected. We checked out paper bags and found some which 
might suit but again these might not support anything that may leak and may also have strength 
issues. 
We thought we might trial a ‘no bin bag’ period for all bins except the food caddies and so additional 
bins were placed in the bathrooms, upstairs and in the PG Hall. The blue bathroom bins are for hand 
towels only, which will be emptied into the BROWN compostable bin. The kitchen recycle bin doesn’t 
need any liner and if everything else is put in the correct bins, the household bin doesn’t need a liner 
either. Wheelie and kitchen bins will be washed regularly to keep them clean. Signs are placed to 
advise what should go where. 
We are trialling this for a 3 month period starting in September and if we all pull together it would 
make a considerable difference to the amount of plastic we currently use and would support our 
efforts to reduce single use plastic throughout the hall. 
The main issue will not be groups or clubs using the hall but private hires, so degradable bags will be 
purchased for private hire use. 

 



  
 
Road Improvements 
The long awaited improvement of the junction between Brankinstown and Ballycairn Roads was 
completed at the end of January.  
This is a great job and the junction and bad bend are now completely resurfaced and safe for 
pedestrians and vehicle users alike. The next job was to petition to have the Ballycairn Road 
resurfaced as it was a disgrace, with the various utility providers and builders leaving the condition 
of the road and footpaths in a dreadful state. The Ballycairn Road was set for resurfacing in 
November/December and this is now also complete. Again, this is a wonderful job, with just the 
pavements needing a final coat of tarmac to finish. We are delighted to have been involved in the 
resurfacing of both these stretches of road. 
  

     

Rowandale IPS 
One of our partner schools, Rowandale Integrated Primary School, held a Public Consultation 
recently to outline the plans for their new school building, which will be completed by 2022. 
The new building will be a fourteen classroom, state of the art facility and will be a huge asset to Moira 
and the surrounding area, where the demand for integrated education continues to grow. 
  

Surgery parking 
We have been campaigning over the year to try and encourage local people to stop parking on 
footpaths. This action causes real difficulty for pedestrians, wheelchair and buggy users alike. This 
was posted by the PSNI on Facebook ‘take note all you footpath parkers! Footpaths are for people, 
not cars. If you are parking on a footpath you are forcing buggies, prams, wheelchairs onto the road 
where they are vulnerable. The problem areas for this are Moira by the train station and outside the 
surgery in Aghalee. If you haven’t already received a parking ticket from us and you continue to park 
on the footpath - you will get one!’ 



   
 

Village Renewal  
The tender for stage one closed at end of January, this stage included the path around the pitches, 
the fence around the pitches and the playground, multi gym (includes 16 exercises), 
planting/landscaping and works to the BT site.  
 
The proposed works in Stage two required planning permission; this included the wall at the village 
hall, speed humps, controlled and uncontrolled crossings and the footpath to the nursery. The 
Consultants put the tender together for stage two and consultation with DfI roads and planning.  
While it had been hoped to complete phase 1 of the scheme before the Easter holidays, the 
Contractor required unrestricted access to the playing field at Aghalee in order to install the path 
and perimeter fence to the pitch and play park. Because the pitch was still in use by local football 
teams at this time and due to the importance of ensuring H&S of the general public it was been 
agreed by all parties to delay the start of the works until after the football season when the pitch 
area can be cordoned off. The works commenced in mid-May and it is estimated that work ran for 
approximately 12 weeks finishing in mid October. The improvements are great and are being used by 
as many residents now.  
 
Phase 2 - the improvements at the BT site started once Phase 1 completed. The outer barbed wire 
and fence were taken down and weed killer applied to the grassed areas. Some beech hedging and 
birch and cherry trees have been planted and the foundations for seating put in place. In spring 
2020, the killed off grass area will be re-seeded as an amenity lawn in front of the seating with 
wildflower meadow planting behind. 
 
The tender for stage 2 of the works and the planning application has been organised. The local 
Council has contributed a lot of money towards the traffic calming part of the scheme as Village 
Renewal funding cannot be used for traffic calming. The main parts of Stage 2 are to commence in 
January 2020 
 
A) The drawing of the plans was discussed along with the proposed zebra crossing, traffic calming 
pillows and road narrowing. The original idea had been a raised table at the junction of Lurgan and 
Ballycairn Roads but this had not been included in the plans approved by Planning Dept. This was 
discussed and it was agreed that a raised table would be the most efficient way of reducing the 
speed of vehicles on this stretch of the road, rather than the zebra crossing and pillow arrangement.   
At the proposed site of the zebra crossing, the road will be narrowed, a pavement installed and the 
rose beds re-sited. The site of the zebra crossing was questioned. There had been a meeting with the 

Council and Engineers on 11
th 

September and we suggested this course of action might be preferable 
as few people would bother to turn left at the Church and walk down the new pavement, crossing at 
the zebra crossing, then turn right to go towards the local facilities. If a raised table was used 
instead, traffic would be slowed and people would safely be able to cross the road wherever suited 
them. The Council and Engineers were asked to return to ask the Planners for this to be changed and 
said they would but felt it might not be approved for a number of reasons. Recent information is 
that the zebra crossing will be moved from the eastern boundary of the village hall to the western 



boundary, which should be more practicable. We still have not heard whether or not a raised table 
will be allowed. 
B) Trees will be planted at Ballycairn corner outside the Church.  
C) At Lockview, the footpath will be narrowed by planting grass and/or a verge of low growing 
plants.  
D ) at AVH the fence will be the same metal ‘Estate’ fencing as used at the Surgery and Playing Fields. 
A hedge containing semi-mature trees will be planted. It was suggested the gates be replaced but we 
suggested instead sand blasting and repainting the existing ones to save money. The chain link fence 
will be moved back behind the new hedge arrangement.  
 
We have been asked about the possibility of a calming measure and possible footpath at the Mace 
end of the village as yet another vehicle has crashed into the hedge opposite the Mace; had anyone 
been walking or trying to cross the road at that time, they would have been injured. It was noted this 
was not Lisburn area but Craigavon and any request for calming/footpath will need to go to them, 
and agreed that we would write to enquire. 

 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Groups 

 
AGE NI 
In the summer, Aghalee AgeNI group was awarded a total of £4,000 from The Truemark Trust 
towards their activities programme for those over 65. This is a very exciting amount to receive, 
which will help the group members have a really good year and we are hugely indebted to The 
Truemark Trust for their very generous grant.  
With the award of this grant, Aghalee group is looking forward to another year of fun; with a range 
of outings such as day trips, picnics and dine-out lunches, our broad activity programme is sure to 
excite and delight!. Our members are encouraged to participate in our gentle exercises such as, Chi-
me and Boccia. These light exercises help to improve balance and flexibility to help reduce the risk of 
falling. In a loving and fun-filled environment, members continue to look forward to fun and 
rewarding experiences every Wednesday at Aghalee Day Centre with AgeNI. 
AgeNI is passionate about enjoying later life and building a brighter future for our older people, and 
the Aghalee group meets every Wednesday from 10.00am providing outings, activities and 
friendship along with a 2 course meal. 
 

     
 

We are sad to announce the death of Margaret Boyes on 9th November  
Margaret was the manager of the Age Concern Aghalee group for many years, working alongside the 
Women’s Voluntary Service providing meals and activities for the elderly in the community in the 
1980’s and 90’s, selflessly championed the group within the local community. The group would not 
be where it is today without her influence and determination. 
Margaret had been ill for some time and passed away peacefully at home on Saturday 9th 
November. Sincere condolences were offered to the family. 

 

Aghalee Book Club  
Aghalee Book Club was established in 2013 when three people came together with a common aim of 
reading and discussing books! Since then, this group has grown to the dizzying heights of 25 
members and we continue to attract new people to our gatherings each month. 
Our aim is meet, chat about books and other topical issues and drink hot beverages! Each month, a 
member recommends a book to the group. We subsequently meet the following month to review 
this book and discuss any other popular books which members may have read. 
In addition to this, we meet for theatre trips and we have also been very fortunate to have 

welcomed local authors to come along and recount their literary journeys to  the group.  
Our most recent visitor was retired local GP, Dr Alan Bell who has recently self-published a novel, 
Only Given Once, the proceeds from which are supporting mental health charities. Alan’s book was 
very favourably reviewed by our Book Club and we were delighted to welcome him to our group on 
Tuesday 5th March 2019. Alan gave us a wonderful insight into his educational and professional 
background and how his life wound its way to the penning of his first novel. 



 We were enthralled by his open and honest account of how he overcame personal limitations and 
has become a very successful author and poet at both local and national level. We wish Alan well 
with all his future endeavours in the literary domain. 
If you are interested in joining us at our very informal book club gatherings, please come along on 
the first Tuesday of each month. We meet at 8.00pm in The Loft at Aghalee Village Hall. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 

   
 

Art Class 
The Art class has met at the hall for upwards of 10 years now. They meet in the Paul Green Hall on a 
Thursday morning from 10.00 until noon. The classes are run by Southern Regional College under 
the expert guidance and tutelage from Cherie Craig. The funding very generously awarded by Esme 
Mitchell supplied quality papers for use with watercolour and acrylic paints, oil paints and mediums, 
pastels and canvas boards amongst other items. We have been experimenting a lot with acrylic and 
also oil paints recently. Subjects vary from pet portraits, flowers, sea and landscapes with seasonal 
favourites thrown in for good measure. As always the craic is mighty with plenty of cakes to go 
round for good measure. 
 

   
 

Ballinderry Badminton Club 
 
50 YEARS OF SHUTTLECOCKS! 
The Ballinderry Badminton League celebrated its 50th Anniversary at the Edenmore Golf and 
Country Club on Friday the 26th April 2019. The founder members of the League, John Mairs, Little 
Betty Totten and Eddie Kidd were all in attendance.  
 
1969 was the year that:- 
President Nixon became president of the USA;  
Concorde made its maiden flight;  
The 50 pence piece was launched;  
Man first walked on the moon  
AND with one giant leap across the badminton court, the Ballinderry Badminton League was formed.  
 



 
John Mairs, Betty Totten and Eddie Kidd – founders of the Ballinderry Badminton League 

in 1969 

The League was founded to formalise friendly matches between the five maiden clubs:- 1st Lisburn, 
Aghalee, Ballinderry, Hillhall and Dundrod. The League’s Motto was ‘Competitive but Friendly’ – Play 
your heart out for three games considering your opponents the enemy, then shake hands and all sit 
down and have a big supper of fresh sandwiches and home-made cakes – A competition in its own 
right! From these humble beginnings, the Ballinderry League grew and grew and during the 80’s and 
90’s it supported over 50 clubs playing competitive badminton right across the country in up to eight 
different Leagues.  
 
During the evening’s celebrations at Edenmore, a considerable amount of silverware was distributed 
to the successful clubs during the 2018/19 season by Willie Martin, president of the Ulster Branch of 
the Badminton Union of Ireland (UBBUI).  Mr. Martin also thanked the founder members of the club 
for their foresight in starting up the League.  
 

 
Photo of Lisa Wilson and her father Willie Martin (president of the UBBUI) displaying some of the  
silverware awarded to the successful clubs during the evening. 
 
Ballinderry Badminton Club who have played weekly in Aghalee Village Hall every Monday evening 
during the winter months for 50 years were well represented at the Celebrations. Members of the 
Club, past and present, shared stories and laughed at some of the wonderful memories. Oh what fun 
we had!  
 

 
Photo of Ballinderry Badminton Club – Past and Present. Michael Burns, Bobbie Hamill, John 
Murray, Terry Reid, Eddie Kidd, Derek Blakely, Kate Gleave, Kenny Greer, John Mairs; Seated - Betty 
Totten, Judy Greer and Florence Kidd.  
 
Unfortunately Ballinderry Badminton Club had to relinquish the shield which they had successfully 
won in the Church of Ireland League during the previous year, their promotion to Division 1 proving 
a step too far! Not to be deterred, the club will be back next year to try and regain some of that 
silverware.  
 
 



 
Photo of Terry Reid and Bobbie Hamill happily surrendering their hard won Division 2 shield to 
worthy winners CIYMS from Belfast.  
 
With a number of new gents joining the club this year, the men’s future looks bright. However, 
women are in short supply!! For any badminton players interested in friendly, competitive fun, 
please come along to the Village Hall on Monday evenings, when Ballinderry Badminton Club will 
continue the battle to win some of the coveted prizes on offer once more! 

 
Belles Fitness   
Due to low numbers attending Belles Fitness sadly closed at the end of February. It is hoped that 
they may make a return some time in 2020. 

 
Jeanne Cree School of Ballet 
Ballet school meets each Thursday from 2pm for girls and boys from age 3, and Saturday by 
arrangement. 
 
Spring 2019 - This year we are with the Associated Board of Dance and Mr Colin Lang, Senior 
Examiner and Director of the Board was our first examiner. He was very impressed with our centre in 
the Village Hall and our well prepared session and pupils. 
 
The students are now working towards the end of year show in June; all pupils will be performing – 
the youngest only 3 years old! We look forward to welcoming new pupils for the forthcoming term 
and would also like to send very best wishes to Liz Gunning, who took her Grade 8 classical exam and 
is now off to University.  
 

  
 

Photo - Nursery class at Ballet, some children absent from photograph. Photo – Eva and Orla 
 
September 2019 - The school has had another very successful year. The examination session taken in 
April was 100% in results of Merit and Distinction. The pupils also took part in our annual showcase 
at the end of June. Classes continued over the summer, with contemporary and ballet. 



Eva and Orla were invited to the Associated Board of Dance scholarship day in Birmingham and both 
received merit certificates. Orla and Lauren will be dancing in the championship festival in October. 
 
Classes continue on Thursdays and Saturdays in the village hall and out annual coffee morning for 
MacMillan Cancer Support will be help on the 14th December at 10.30 with each class performing. 
 
Thank you to all the pupils for their continued hard work and support. 
 
 

Glenavy Football Club 
Fish & Chips… Sausage & Mash… Gin & Tonic… Some things are just meant to go together! 
Glenavy Football Club really fell on their feet when they were introduced to Aghalee Village hall – to 
be precise, Pauline & Ruth!! 
Not only do we take advantage of having our meetings in the cosy surroundings of the Loft, but we 
have benefited from all the knowledge that the Aghalee committee has to offer. 
In February we held a “Night at the races” which attracted not only players/committee but the night 
was also enjoyed by some local residents and proved to be great craic! All being well we hope to 
make this an annual event with there being a twist for next year – camel racing! 
Glenavy Football Club are at present seeking to recruit new coaches so if you are interested please 
drop us an email @ glenavyfc@hotmal.com 

 

   
 

Needlecraft 
The needlecraft group continues to go from strength to strength as all forms of needlecraft are 
growing in popularity and for the season 2019/20 we have ambitious plans to try out different 
needlecraft skills and learning new skills by taking part in workshops. Workshops have been funded 
by a grant from the Esme Mitchell Trust for projects of a cultural or artistic nature. 
 
We have been delighted to welcome new members and to see familiar faces returning. Come along 
and join us in The Loft on the second Tuesday of each month between September and June, 8 - 
10pm. We are an informal and friendly group of all abilities and interests and welcome new 
members and suggestions for future projects. Future Projects will be advertised on the Village Hall 
Facebook page. 
 
This September term we tried our hand at chicken scratch embroidery and zippered pouches and 
saw some great results. 
Detailed below are our future plans. If you would like to join us, please get in touch by email – 
Aghalee.vhall@btinternet. com or contact us on our Facebook page. 
December - Personal activities, such as finishing Redwork – Subs £2 
January - Blanket Stitch Appliqué, table centre or runner – Subs £2. Kit £5 
February - personal activities and finishing off – Subs £2 

mailto:glenavyfc@hotmal.com


March (10th) - 3 hour session 7 - 10 pm, Inktense workshop from Nifty Needles. Kits per person are 
£4 each + £2 club subs. 
The latest trend now is to paint your fabric using Inktense or watercolour pencils and then 
embroider around the painting to bring it to life. ‘Painting’ is a loose term, as it is actually colouring 
in due to having a template to colour. So, basically, if you enjoy colouring in, then you will love this 
craft. This technique is so very simple to master, and you do not have to be an artist to create 
masterpieces. In this workshop, you will learn the tips & methods used to paint your designs and 
then finish them off with stunning embroidery stitches. The Redwork techniques will already have 
been covered in November tutorial. You will create a beautiful wall hanging. 
April - personal activities and finishing off – Subs £2 
May - purse or bag – Subs £2 plus Kit £5 
June - general clearing up of unfinished work – Subs £2 
For non project meetings we are trying to source premature baby patterns for items which include 
hats, blankets and jackets, either knitted or crocheted. The hope is people will just knit or crochet 
any odd items or squares that can be sewn into blankets or if they prefer can just bring along their 
own projects to complete as they wish. Help can be given to those wanting to learn how to use their 
sewing machines. 
If you don’t wish to take part in one of the tutorials, you are free to attend and just do your own 
thing, paying £2 subs as usual. 
 

    
 

Taekwondo 
Aghalee Taekwondo Club started 7 years ago and is still going strong. We meet on Monday and 
Thursday nights and take adults as well as young people from the age of 7. 
 
In April Aghalee Taekwondo Club achieved its first black belt. Congratulations Thomas Green, 
everyone involved in the club is super proud of your achievement. You are such a model student 
who fully deserves it.  As with so many others, all the hard work has paid off. 
 

       
 
Congratulations to all of our students for passing their grading in June. Keep up the hard work. 
Special congratulations to these four on passing the recent UTA N I grading. Lots of hard work has 
paid off well done you all deserve it. 

 

 
 



Upholstery  
Cinderella shall go to the Ball! 
Recycle, re-use, re-purpose, re-love. The words that could sum up the items brought to the 
Upholstery class on Thursday mornings between 9.30 and 12.30. Under the expert eye of our tutor 
June Acheson every project is lovingly fettled. One such project was Ruth Baird’s recent 
transformation of her Parker Knoll armchair. 
The chair was donated to the class by another student. Ruth saw the potential in the sad and sorry 
chair and was prepared for a challenge. The cover on the chair was the only thing keeping it together 
and when stripped the frame fell into pieces. Thanks to the help of another member of the class who 
is an expert woodworker, the chair was pieced - jigsaw like - back together. It was then thoroughly 
treated for woodworm and given a new look, when Ruth painted the frame and then began the 
steady task of re-upholstering. 
As can be seen the chair is now a credit to Ruth and her hard work and worthy of a place in any living 
room. Re-upholstered, re-loved and saved from the skip! 

 
 

 
 

 

Wag & Bone Dog Training Class  
Our classes run all year round every Wednesday & Friday night from 7pm. We offer training in 
novice, intermediate and advanced dog work, from something as simple as sit and stay to walking 
properly on lead and much more. All dogs can be trained with  kindness, patience and of course 
treats. Once summer is here the urge to get out and walk is firmly in our heads. Let’s get the dog and 
go, we can walk for miles. Hold on; spare a thought for our little furry friends. Another year has 
passed, we have all got a little older and our little pets are as well. Are our little or large furry friends 
capable of long walks? Maybe a short one to start with? The new pup has arrived and it’s time to get 
it out to show it off. But have had his, or her, little bones developed enough yet, to make that 
demanding walk? Socialisation is what all dogs need but be careful to build up distance slowly. 
For more information and training contact Margaret on 028 9265 1107. 
 



  
 
Walk Aghalee 
Walk Aghalee is approaching its 2nd birthday in June and with over 100 members it has become a 
real part of our community. Walk Aghalee is volunteer led and is associated with Walking In Your 
Community & Outdoor Recreation NI. It is available to everyone, free to join and attend and friendly, 
well behaved dogs on leads are also welcome (on the majority of walks). 
 
We are more than a walking group! 
We not only walk in our local areas but have participated in many charity walks which has taken us 
further afield. 2018 kicked off with the Red Dress Run at Stormont in aid of Chest, Heart & Stroke 
quickly followed by The Resolution Run for the Stroke Association at Queens Sport. We loved going 
to Waggy Races in Baronscourt and were proud to attend the Parkinson’s Walk in Belfast, Southern 
Area Hospice Walk in Lurgan Park, Dambusters for Extern at Silent Valley, Alzheimer’s Memory Walk 
at Stormont, Marie-Curie Twilight Walk at Barnett’s Demesne, Cultra Challenge for The Children’s 
Heartbeat Trust, Twilight Walk in Lurgan Park for Brain The Tumour Charity and The Run in The Dark 
at Stormont. We also completed the Run Armagh 5k virtually, attended the Lisburn Fun Run, Runher 
Coastal Challenge and the Glenarm Castle 10k challenge. 
 
We have been involved in walk @ Parkrun too; Ormeau, Stormont, Queens, MUSA Cookstown, 
Wallace, Citypark, Belfast Victoria, Antrim and attended for the special launch of Walk @ Parkrun at 
Ecos Ballymena. 
 
We enjoy all sorts of themed walks. We have super sleuthed our way with a spot of geocaching, 
walked our friendly llamas, energized with some yoga, read poetry, joined AVH for their early 
morning Midsummers walk, visited the Twilight Market at St. George’s, welcomed Claire from WIYC 
on a walk, Hollywood came calling as we made a video, we laughed so hard during our action packed 
day at Wildfoot, dressed up for a spooktacular walk and got all festive on our wreath making walk. 
We have been busy! 
 
Some landmarks are immeasurable. The friendships made - the fun we’ve had, the physical and 
mental health benefits and, most importantly, a sense of community. This is what Walk Aghalee is all 
about. There are of course countless smiles, conversations, laughs, stories told, dogs petted, a few 
cups of tea and coffee for good measure and an ice-cream or two!  
Walk Aghalee can only be as good as its members. Our members are the heart of it and get involved 
with open minds and great energy. If you haven’t got around to joining us yet may we encourage 
you to give it a go in the coming weeks. Details of upcoming walks can be found on our Facebook 
page. Here’s to many more adventures and exploring in 2019. Who knows what we will get up to 
next! 
 



Contact Leona: walkaghalee@gmail.com Tel: 07989350110 - Facebook: Walk Aghalee. Instagram: 
Walk Aghalee 
#morethanawalkinggroup #walkinginyourcommunity #walkaghalee 
 
 “Walking is the most ancient exercise and still the best modern exercise”. (Carrie Latet) We can all 
certainly agree with that. 
 

  
 

Youth Programme 
AVH was contacted in January by Julie-Anne Bell, Youth Support Worker in Charge with the 
Education Authority to see if the hall would host a series of youth evenings, funded by the Education 
Authority. 
There was no youth programme in place in the village and these evenings were designed to see what 
young people between the ages of 13 – 16 lived in the village, and also to see what sort of things 
they would like to do and how this might be supported. The first meeting was held in February and 
while only a few young people took up the offer, those who have attended have really enjoyed the 
fun. We had discussions with the Education Authority later in the year about the possibility of 
running further youth sessions. As only a few of the targeted age-group responded to the new Youth 
programme between February and the end of June, plans were redrawn and in September Youth 
Services recruited for an exciting new project for the Village for ages 9-13 Years with opportunities 
to meet, learn, socialise and join in fun projects with other young people from the Aghalee area. This 
programme, which meets on a Monday evening from 6.30 pm has been better attended with a 
number of young people taking part in some fun activities including bowling and non-computer 
games. It is hoped this progress will continue and increase into 2020.  
 

       
 

 
Hall for Hire 
Aghalee Village Hall is available to hire for private parties and events. The Loft and Paul Green Hall 
are also available to hire for smaller groups or meetings.  
Contact: Ruth Macauley 028 9265 1037 - ruth15455@hotmail.com 
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What’s On in Aghalee Village Hall throughout the year 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


